FRANCE   AND   THE   ALLIES

but the French people are suffering deprivation, hunger,
and occupation. Their spirit cannot be the same. In the
past the British and the French have had differences
which have only been solved with great difficulty on many
occasions. Rightly or wrongly, the French reproach the
British for selfishness. At bottom, I believe that is all that
divides our countries. My own people have their faults,
but they are ardent, generous, and sentimental.

France to-day is deep in misfortune. I want to see the
bonds of friendship between our countries draw closer; to
see the. British people making a new effort towards fuller
understanding. When France is free again she will not
be ungrateful to Britain. For many Frenchmen the
United Kingdom, land of exile, has become a second
country. Despite my lack of knowledge of the tongue
which Shakespeare spoke, I have made friendships with
Britons since my arrival in London. I know that after
the war such ties will be unbreakable. My deepest desire
is to see the same friendship solidly established between
our two countries. These sufferings/misfortunes, and
voluntary exile will then have served one great purpose.
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